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2018 brings exciting developments at
Westminster Public Schools (WPS)!
We are sharing our first quarterly
publication of WPS News Now
with you, our valued partners, to
ensure you are up to date with the
great things that are happening in
our school district. THANK YOU for
investing in WPS and strengthening
our community through the
highest-quality education.

Where Education is Personal

DID YOU KNOW? Westminster

Academy for International Studies (WAIS)
earned the Colorado Department of
Education’s Center of Excellence Award due to
their students’ performance on the Colorado
Measure of Academic Success assessments.
WAIS has become the first school in WPS to
attain this distinction.

Congratulations to the first

Westminster High School (WHS) Class of 2018
graduate! Juan Ramirez de Luna, a senior at
WHS who is battling a serious illness, received
his high school diploma on December 21st,
2017, joined by his family, friends, and the WHS
staff. The Competency Based System (CBS) in
Westminster Public Schools enables students
to progress toward graduation at their own
pace, which has been ideal for Juan and his
special set of circumstances.

At WPS, every student is empowered
to advance at the pace that is right for
them. Learners work closely with teachers
and progress to new objectives upon
demonstration of mastery and understanding
of a topic. By enabling individuals to spend
the optimum amount of time on each topic,
deeper learning is achieved.

New and Interesting

In our quest to empower every student to reach
his or her unique potential, WPS is continually
working to provide access to a wide range of
educational experiences and opportunities.
Here are some of our latest programs:
The new WPS Math Academy, funded by the
Westminster Public Schools Foundation, is a winwin solution for the 250 students enrolled. The
benefits are already apparent as students have
extra support to improve their math skills, which
will aid them throughout their lives. After-school
math tutoring is being hosted at many sites
around the district.

Find out more on our website:
www.WestminsterPublicSchools.org

DID YOU KNOW? Colorado STEM

Academy is one of the highest performing
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
schools in the region.

Spotlight
WPS Alumnus Daniel Mason is an example
to students everywhere of how far a
quality education, hard work, and an
innovative school district can take you.
Now in his second year at Harvard Medical
School, Daniel is helping current students
at Mesa Elementary School understand
that they can follow in his footsteps.
Watch Daniel’s inspirational story:
WestminsterPublicSchools.org/DanielMason

Students in the ProStart Program at Hidden Lake
High school are gaining an important advantage
for careers in the culinary arts with real-life
experience in a new state-of-the-art professional
kitchen. In addition to creating tasty, healthy
meals for students across the district, the new
kitchen also provides the opportunity for learners
to experience an industry-standard environment.
Students are able to graduate prepared to go
directly into a career with a certification in food
safety and preparation and earn up to six college
credits for a head-start on further education.

Upcoming Events:
Follow us on Facebook for a full list of our
upcoming events, including details about the
WPS Foundation Breakfast in March and the
Center Stage Theatre production of The Wiz.

DID YOU KNOW? Career
Technical Education (CTE) is expanding in
WPS! The CTE program prepares students
to walk off of the graduation stage and
into a well-paid job or to enter further
education with relevant skills, experience
and, in certain cases, college credits.

www.facebook.com/WestminsterPublicSchools

Shout-Outs At WPS we take pride in our learning community. Students, volunteers, and staff
members work every day to achieve the best outcomes. A few highlights:

Roxanne Hernandez has been
nominated for the Life Changer
of the Year award. Life Changer of
the Year is a national program that
recognizes educators and school
employees who make a positive
difference in the lives of students.
“We’re all life changers. I really
work with each and every one
of my students, helping them
develop their own leadership
skills and understand that
leadership looks different for
each of them and know that
what they are going to
bring to the table in the
future is going to look
different.”
-Roxanne Hernandez
See the video here:
WestminsterPublicSchools.
org/LifeChanger

Gabriel Lucero of Shaw Heights
Middle School was named top
student at the Adams County
Career Expo. Out of 6,000
students who attended, the
Commissioners selected
him for top honors. Gabriel’s
school celebrated his
award with a party.
Well done Gabriel!

Sandy Steiner, Director of Postsecondary
and Workforce Readiness, was recently
awarded the 2017 School Counselor
Advocate of the Year by the Colorado
School Counselor Association. The
award honors the professionals who
devote their careers to serving as
advocates, supporting
counselors and
outstanding
counseling
profession that
benefits Colorado
students. We are so
proud to have
Sandy on our
team!

We wish you and your family
a healthy, happy, and
prosperous 2018!
Kindest Regards,
Superintendent Pam Swanson,
your Board of Education,
&The WPS Team

Stay Connected
Download our app:
www.WestminsterPublicSchools.org/
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/
WestminsterPublicSchools/
Follow us on Twitter @WPSNewsNow
Be sure to look out for the next edition of
WPS News Now, available spring 2018.

