
Our Community Unites
The Thomas Fire, which started 
on December 4th, 2017, turned 
into the largest wildfire in 
recorded California history 
and had a huge impact on all 
of Ventura County, including 
Haydock Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.  Haydock was forced 
to close for almost two weeks 
due to the effects of the fire.

Creating Opportunity 
from Disaster

The tragedy brought people 
together,  with neighbor s 
helping neighbors, and a strong, 
collaborative effort was made to 
help restore the affected burn 
areas. 

The Haydock 7th grade science 
teachers used this disaster as a 
learning opportunity and created 
a project based learning (PBL) 
unit that taught Next Generation 
Science Standards through the 
lens of the Thomas Fire.

Students  learned about 
ecosystems, biodiversity, 
invasive species, and natural 
disasters as they studied the 
causes of the Thomas Fire and 
how humans have affected the 
local ecosystems.

During this project, students 
engaged in service learning field 
trips to local land trust organizations 
whose open space preserves had 
burned during the fire.  Students 
assisted with habitat restoration 
on the preserves and learned about 
the progression of the recovery of 
an ecosystem after fire.

The 7th graders also designed 
brochures to inform the public 
about the fire, ways to lessen 
human impact on the environment, 
and how to create drought-tolerant 
native plant gardens.

Summer 2018

Inspiring Students to 
Grow and Blossom into
 Creative Individuals 

Through the Arts

Extensive opportunities 
in music, dance, visual 

and digital art, and drama 
accelerate the development 

of creative thinking, 
communication, and 

collaboration skills while 
promoting innovation.

2017 - 2018 Highlights
In This Issue: Exploring Project Based Learning (PBL) 
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         GOLD STANDARD PBL

Gaining Deeper Knowledge Through Active 
Exploration of Real-World Challenges

Project based learning at Haydock means that students have a specific, authentic purpose to apply 
learning to solve a problem or answer a question that matters to them. Students work in teams to plan, 
research, and present results of a long-term project that integrates subject areas, including the arts and 
technology.  Deep learning, creativity, communication skills, and critical thinking are components of this 
engaging approach that prepares students for the real world.    

Project based learning begins with a challenging problem or question that 
connects learning to real-world issues.  

Sustained inquiry is an important element of PBL – students ask questions, 
evaluate information, and research their topic over an extended period of time.   

Authenticity ensures the project is relevant to real life, which could include 
students’ personal concerns or interests.  

Student voice and choice means students take ownership of their PBL by 
having input in decision-making and about what they will create. 

Throughout the process, students reflect on their understanding, the skills 
that they are developing, and the project itself. This promotes deeper learning 
and helps learners decide how they might better approach their next project. 

Critique and revision are done throughout the course of the project to allow 
students to improve and revise their work. 

Finally, team members present a public product to an audience beyond their 
classroom, adding to the authenticity and relevancy of the project.  

2nd Annual “Haydock Vision 
Expo” and College Fair

Haydock’s 2nd Annual Vision Expo and College Fair 
was a huge success. 

The event highlighted some of the exciting project 
based learning that is taking place at Haydock. It 
also featured dance and musical performances, as 
well as a college fair.

The event was well attended with over 300 guests!

“It was fun to present it [the PBL] to other people because of 
our hard work and how challenging it was to us.” – Ronald S. 

PBL is Motivating and Fun!



PBL: Roller Coaster—8th Grade Science
“How can we create the fastest, tallest, and safest roller coaster ride?”

Working in small groups, 8th graders designed and constructed roller coaster 
models. Students researched science topics such as kinetic and potential 
energy and Newton’s Laws of Motion, applying what they learned to create 
their designs. After testing and revising their models multiple times, each 
team created a brochure and an iMovie documenting their process. Students 
presented their roller coasters to our staff and 6th and 7th grade students.  

Additional 8th grade PBL projects focused around: designing an instrument 
to learn about sound waves (science), giving a voice to immigration through 
interviews and research (English), and creating an infomercial to attract 
settlers to populate the Western Territories (social studies).

PBL: Climate-Friendly Roof—6th Grade Science
“How can we decrease CO2 emissions through rooftop modifications?”

Students studied climate change and were challenged to design a roof that 
would reflect heat and reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Collaborating 
in small groups, learners designed their modified roofs. Each team built 
two identical mini houses out of cardboard - one with a traditional “tar” 
roof and the other with their custom roof design. The models were tested 
outside, with students gathering and analyzing temperature data. The 
models were then revised and tested again. The project was completed 
with a reflection piece. Students created a poster documenting their 
design process and offering information and reflections about the project. 
The students presented to parents and community members during the 
Haydock Vision Expo event.

Additional 6th and 7th grade PBL projects focused around: building 
aqueducts to bring water to dry regions and addressing water issues locally 
and globally (6th grade English & social studies) and the Thomas Fire PBL 
(described on page one).
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Golden Gear
Award

Haydock has been awarded the Ventura County Golden Gear Award for 
the outstanding work in project based learning taking place at our school.  
Award winners were announced on May 30th, 2018, at the Ventura County 
STEM Summit.

The Golden Gear Award will be presented at a larger formal celebration, 
called the STEMtastic presentation, that will take place on September 
20th, 2018.  At this awards ceremony there will be honored guests 
such as CSU Channel Islands President Erika Beck and members of 
Congress.  For more info about the Golden Gear Award, please visit                                                          
http://www.vcstem.org/golden-gear-award/

Call (805) 385-1545 
to learn more about 
enrollment for next   

school year.

647 West Hill Street 
Oxnard, CA 93033 




